
Participant Information for the SW PARC Field Trip, 13-14 June 2014 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park (and Coast Range)  
 
Participation may be limited, so register early. There may be a waiting list. Registrants need to include contact 
information, including email and telephone number through the online registration system (RegOnline), as we will need 
to coordinate travel (carpools, pick-ups, etc.). 
 
The basic itinerary (see itinerary at the end, which has approximate times [except when we meet in the lobby to go!]) is 
to leave on the morning of 13 June, then spend the night and morning of 14 June in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
(ABDSP), then head back to the Marriott in San Diego later that morning. If you need to head back earlier, you may need 
to drive yourself or we can help make carpool arrangements—however, the nighttime herping is a highlight that should 
not be missed (and it isn’t so bloody hot), so we recommend everyone stay for the duration and get their money’s worth 
(there are no partial refunds for those headed back on June 13). 
 
Meet in the Marriott Hotel meeting site lobby at 0600, 13 June. Eat breakfast before you come or bring something 
along. We will leave as soon as we can mobilize, because time is of the essence in the desert heat in June.  
 
We should have carpools established before we meet. Check at registration desk for updates. 
 
From San Diego we will go to several venues in the desert and Coast Range, depending upon weather, logistics, and 
other factors. It is likely we will be in the desert during the early morning and late afternoon, and higher in the Coast 
Range during the heat of the day. 
 
Lunch on the 13th is provided. 
 
Species likely to be encountered during the day include Common Chuckwalla, Desert Spiny Lizard, Granite Spiny Lizard, 
Mearn’s Rock Lizard, Common Side-blotched Lizard, Desert Iguana, Zebra-tailed Lizard, and Tiger Whiptail, but there are 
quite a few other possibilities, including snakes and some amphibians. 
 
In the late afternoon we will set up our campsites or check in at our hotels. You are responsible to make your own 
overnight arrangements ahead of time. If camping, you need to be within easy reach of the town of Borrego Springs 
(see list of nearby campgrounds, below). Although it will get bloody, stinking hot in Borrego Springs during the heat of 
the day, we are not planning to linger at campsites…we will eat and perhaps hang out at a pool, but will likely not be 
sleeping until after our night time herping, when it will be cooler. There is excellent information on ABDSP and Borrego 
Springs online at: 
 
http://www.abdsp.org/ 
 
If camping, here are the recommended sites: 

 Borrego Palm Canyon Campground. This is essentially in Borrego Springs. There are hookups and sites without 
hookups, but all have picnic tables and there are restrooms with showers. Register online or by calling 800-444-
7275.  

 Tamarisk Grove Campground. Near Yaqui Pass. This is a developed site, but no electrical. There are restrooms, 
showers, and picnic benches. Register online or by calling 800-444-7275. This site is directly across Yaqui Wells 
primitive campground. 

 Yaqui Wells Primitive Camp. This is a nice little campground among Desert Willows, near Tamarisk and Yaqui 
Pass. There are no picnic benches, but there are pit toilets. The entrance road is soft sand and gravel, so may be 
a bit of a challenge for certain vehicles. First-come, first-serve. 

 Yaqui Pass Primitive Camp. Near the other two Yaqui Pass campgrounds, but not as nice…but easy to pull over a 
self-sufficient RV here. First-come, first-serve. 

 Culp Valley Primitive Camp. A bit higher up in elevation and a little more distant from Borrego Springs. Not sure 
about local conditions, but was somewhat washed out earlier. 

http://www.abdsp.org/


 There are also private campgrounds that can be found on the chamber of commerce website, below 
 
If you prefer a hotel, there are many options, and like camping, there should be available space in summer, but don’t 
delay on reservations. Check online for amenities, costs, etc.; any hotel in Borrego Springs is close to the action. Here is 
the lodging link for the Borrego Springs Chamber of Commerce website: 
http://www.borregospringschamber.com/lodging.html 
 
After we get lodging squared away, we may be able to lounge by a pool, then have dinner. Dinner is on your own, but 
we recommend keeping the group together and we will decide on which restaurant. 
 
After dinner, we will hit the road to look for herpetological night life. We have a good chance to see Sidewinder, Shovel-
nosed Snake, Glossy Snake, Long-nosed Snake, Red Diamond Rattlesnake, Speckled Rattlesnake, Leaf-nosed Snake, 
Spotted Leaf-nosed Snake, Granite Night Lizard, Peninsula Leaf-toed Gecko, Western Banded Gecko, and maybe 
Sandstone Night Lizard, “Rosy” Boa, or even Switak’s Banded Gecko—the Magic Gecko. There are also some resident 
amphibians, and other critters to be had. 
 
After a good night’s road-cruise and spotlight walking, we will be all tuckered out, and bed down for the evening under 
the starlit skies (OK, there will be a full moon, so maybe not the best time to look for herps, but a good time to be out in 
the desert at night!) 
 
The next morning we will have breakfast on our own (again, probably an agreed-to restaurant), look for some desert 
critters, then head back to San Diego to join our loved ones and tell tall tales!  
 

ITINERARY (some of the times are approximate) 
 
Before 13 June 2014 

 Register for field trip at meeting registration website 

 Clinch your own accommodations for evening of 13 June in Borrego Springs, CA 

 Sign in at registration desk to find out the latest on the field trip 
13 June 2014 

 Eat breakfast on your own before 0600, or bring something to eat on the road 

 0600 meet at lobby 

 0630 leave for field trip in car pools 

 0800-1200 field adventures 

 1200-1300 lunch (provided) 

 1300-1700 continue field adventures 

 1700-1830 set up camp or check into hotel 

 1830-2000 dinner (on your own, probably with group) 

 2000-2200 (or later) nocturnal herping adventures 

 2200-2400 sleep 
14 June 

 2400-0600 sleep 

 0600-0700 breakfast 

 0700-1000 checkout and camp breakdown 

 0800-1100 herping adventures 

 1100 return to San Diego 
 
For more information, contact group leads and check registration desk for updates: 
 
Rob Lovich, rlovich@gmail.com, 619-889-7587  
Larry Jones, gilaman@comcast.net; 520-730-5254 
Eric Dugan, eric.dugan@dbsbio.com, 951-545-2457 

http://www.borregospringschamber.com/lodging.html
mailto:rlovich@gmail.com
mailto:gilaman@comcast.net
mailto:eric.dugan@dbsbio.com

